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1. Name of Property
Historic name: Berea Colleg&quareCommercial Historic District
Other names/site number:
Name drelated multiple property listing
N/A
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing
2. Location
Street & number:__Main St (100 block, ShortSt(200 block) CenterSt (100 block, 204
Center) Jacksorsst, (103-105)and Prospectt (no addresses)
City or town: _Berea State:___ KY County: _Madison
Not For Publication Vicinity:

3. State/Federal Agency Certification
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,

| herebycertify that this___ nomination ____ request for determination of eligibility meets
the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set36r@@HR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property  meets __ does not meet the National Register Criteria. |
recommend that this property be considered significant at the following
level(s) of significance:

national ___statewide X local
Applicable National Register Criteria

X A B C D

Signature of certifying official/Title: Date

State or Federal agency/bugau or Tribal Government

In my opinion, the property meets__ does not meet the National Register criterig

Signature of commenting official: Date

Title : State or Federal agencydureau
or Tribal Government
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Berea College Square Commercial Historic

District
Name of Property

Madison Co, KY

County and State

4. National Park ServiceCertification

| hereby certify that this property:is

___entered in the National Register

__determined eligible for the National Register
__determined not eligible for the National Register
___removed from the National Register

__other (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper

Date of Action

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply.)
Private:

X

Publici Local

Publici State

Publici Federal

Category of Property
(Check onlyone box.)

Building(s)

District X

Site

Structure

Object
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Berea College Square Commercial Historic Madison Co, KY
District

Name of Property County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)

Contributing Noncontributing
13 buildings
1 sites
structures
objects
14 0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Registdr
_____Boone Tavern Hotel (NRIS #95001527)
6. Function or Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)
COMMERCE/TRADE: business
COMMERCE/TRADE: specialtystore
COMMERCE/TRADE: restaurant
DOMESTIC: hotel
SOCIAL: meeting hall
LANDSCAPE: plaza
EDUCATION/educatiorrelated

Current Functions

(Enter categories from instructions.)
COMMERCE/TRADE: business
COMMERCE/TRADE: specialtystore
COMMERCE/TRALE: restaurant
DOMESTIC: lotel
LANDSCAPE: daza

EDUCATION/educatiorrelated
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7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)
LATE 19™ AND EARLY 20™ CENTURY REVIVALS: Colonial Revival
LATE VICTORIAN: Italianate

Materials: (enter categoriegsdm instructions.)
Principal exterior materials of the property Brick, Stone, ConcreteSlate, Stucco,

Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearandeconditiorof the property.Describe
contributing and noncorbuting resourced applicable Begin witha summary paragraph that
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its loyaorstyle,
method of constructiorsetting, size, and significant featurésdicate whether the pperty has
historic integrity)

Summary Paragraph

TheBerea College Squa@mmerciaHistoric District is a late nineteenth to mtdentieth
century commerciatlistrict owned primarily by Bere&ollege. Th&.5-acredistrict containsl4
buildings and ae public square space located between South Main Street, Prospect Street,
Short Street, Jackson Street, and Center Strekthe buildings and the landscape feature
contributS G2 GKS RA & IrnFpedoRidantStilereaturédinite disritds Colonial
Revival.
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Figurel. NRHP Boundary Map for the Berea College Square Commercial Historic District.

District Setting

Berea is located isouthern Madison County, at the foothills of the AppalachiasuMtains?

The town issituatedin thelnner Bluegrass Cultural Landscape Region, as established the
Kentucky Heritage Council/State Historic Preservation Office (KHC/SHPOIrig(se2 below).
Bereaalsoshares cultural and historic characteristics of the Eastern Mountains and Coal Fields
RegionBerea was named for a town in the New Testanwdrihe Bibleby abolitionist and

minster John G.de. Fee and other likeminded individuals established Berea Collegaras
interracialschoolin the md-to-late nineteenth century; the history of which is discussed in

detail in Section 8 of this nominationhe town itself postdates establishment of thelege

and grew around the schogiather than the other way around.

W O1AS . dINYyaAaARSET a. SNBIZ¢é Ay YESO0SNE SRPI ¢KS YSy
Kentucky, 1992), 71.
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The town is 14 miles southeast of the county seat of Richmond. Major thoroughfares extend
through Berea, includingS 25, the former Dixie Highway, and Interstate 75; both of which are
important north-south routes. The 2010 population of Berea is 13,561 inhabitants.
Approximately, 1,600 students attend the college in a given y&4e College charge®

tuition but students are expected to wk in various College departmerttshelp support the
overall mission.

2/ Adé 2F . SNBII &/ 2YYdzyAaAde t MBoF/bdredkyfoviorOOSaaSR 2yt A
visitors/communityprofile/

3, SNBI /2ttS8S3S3s avdzAi O1 Cl Onitgs:Evéww.bete® &la/anbStRuick-y A yS  Wdzy
facts/
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Figure3. Topographicmap showing the Berea College Square Distridfsinrban ontext.

District Site Characteristics and Previous National Register Work

The proposedhistoric district is located in théowntown area accessible fromMain Street and
Chestnut 8eets,which aremajor communitythoroughfaresAnetwork ofstate and county

roads converge upothe district, making ita focal pointin the town. These roads include KY
21/Prospect Street, US 25/Chestnut Strgeénter Streetand Estill Street, KY 595/Main Street
Scaffold Cane Pikand Walnut Meadow Roadlhe district is embedded within the Berea

College Campus. Tineain older campus educational buildings are located just west of the
district with campus dormitories and other educational buildisguated south, north, and

east. The College Square Districtis part and parcel of the College and has been largely owned
by them, with a single exceptiosince theearly-to-mid-twentieth century,
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trees, and street furnitureConcrete glewalks line the east and south sideglod public square
space (MA1125), as well as Short, Centerpspectand South Main Streets. The primary
streets in the district are public and include South Mane&, Center StreetJackson Street,

and Short StreetAll of the buildingsn this blockabut one another and share party wallsfew
buildingsback up to one anothayn SouthMain and Short StreetSix building&ace South

Main Street (MA-8 ¢ MAB-12 and MA1122)and one public square (MA125).Three buildings
face Center Street (MAB- MAB7 and MA1121), and three face Short Street (MABMA-

1123¢ MA-1124). Two bildingsface Jackson Street (MAB and MA1126).In 20(%, the rear
entranceto the tavern was modernized with brick sidewalks and a new parking lot, in place of
an older frane hotel annex building. At that time, Short Street was closeddf @ased to be
athoroughfareto Prospect StreefThe College now owns this portion of Short Street, which
serves as a parking area and beautified accessible entrance to Boone Rivens. of the
districtare included below iFigure4 - Figure9.

Figure4. Berea College Square District, lookimgrtheast from Main Street toward MB-7, MAB8, and
MAB-9. (Photo 001).

Sectiors 9end page8

y 2



Figureb. Berea College Square District, looking north from the College Square green space toward MAB
12, MA1122, MAB11, MAB10, and MABB. (Photo 002).

Figure6. Berea College Square District, Boone Tavern U8B lookinghortheast from Prospect Street.
(Photo 003).
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Figure7. Berea College Square District, lookimgrthwest from Short Street, toward MA123, MA
1124, and MAL121. Therear elevations of MABO and MABL1 are in the background(Photo 004).

Figure8. Berea College Square District, looking southwest from Short Street towardli2ABd MABS.
MAB-1123 is in the foregroundPhoto 005).
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Figure9. Berea College Square District, looking northwest down Jackson Street, toward Mami
MA-1126. (Photo 006).

There ae two Collegeowned buildings/sites listed in the National Register in the near vicinity

of the proposed digict. These are Berea College Forest (NRIS 02000343), listed in 2003, and

Lincoln Hall (NRIS 74000892), listed974 Lincoln Hall waalsodesignatedas a National

Historic Landmarin 1974for its importantassociation with early interracial educatianthe

United States. As was the case in the 1970s and 1980s, only a single building was selected from

the campus (Lincoln Hall) to representthe entirecampesK S Yy 2 YAyl GA2Yy &Gl GSa
| ff KFa GKS RSSLISad | a&2I10/AR MR yY DA [ K& &1 KB2 A 0@
ARSY (A (e PBeiRaCdletElRrestSsdocated off KY 21/Prospect Street a few miles

from the district and was nominated for its importance in the themes of conservation and

education. There is a single buildingithin the College Square National Regististrict

boundaries which was previously listed in the National Register of Historic Places. The Boone
Tavern (NRIS 950019R7AB-12) was listed in 1995 for its importance to the educational

mission of the Collegas well as its architectural importance.

4 Following contemporary historic preservation practices, there are additional buildings on the campus
GKAOK g2dd R 0SS SftA3IA0ES a I RAAGNAROG Faaz20Al GSR ¢
the midtwentieth centuries.

SWFEYSa {KASNBX[ iyQaByYy VREfBaASb2YAylrGaAz2y G2 GKS bl G
Listed December 2, 1974.
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Berea College Square District Evolution

The Berea College Square District evolved from a collection afilaéteenth-century frame

vernacular commercial buildirsgpf varying constructiomaterials and styles into a primarily
Collegeowned commercial district with a uniform appearantée evolution depicted iRigure

10- Figurel7 was not by happenstanceh@& goalwas tocreatea statelyaesthetic in keeping

with the high ideals of the Collegethiscommercialdistrict, which was positioned very near

the heart of campusBerea College President WilligFrost, who served from 1890 1920,

developed a steady relationship with the Olmsted Firm of Brookline Massachusetts,

represented by John Charles Olmsted, the nepjavd stepson of Frederick Law Olmsted; the
latter of whom gets credited formuchof$h hf YAGSR . ARG ENBE Y& AN @

I NOKAGSOUdzNF f F ROA&A2NE gl & Wod [/ fS@StlyR /| R
who was also a source of steady aesthetic recommendatiorn.eBsite 1910s, Olmsted and

Cady had convinced Presiddfrbst that a rustic aesthetic did not recommend the campus, but

instead a Georgian design vocabulary was ur§éa a 1917 letter, Olmsted strongly

SyO02dzN} 3SR CNRad (2 aodz2 Fff GKS aidiz2NBa 2y a
surfacesinth®2 f 2 y Al £ &G &t S Alihdughihe Edlége Trustea$ had dgee€dl| ¢
dzLl2y GKS LI Iy (2 o6dzAfR 2yfé aGKS Y2aid LISNFSOI
Frost remained convinced that the rustic style had remaining utility in some totatn the

campusThe Boaraf Trusteesalong with the newly inaugurated PresidéfitlliamHutchins,

who served froml920 to 1938, officially recommended use of the Colonial Revival or Georgian

style in 1923 This policy included a list of approved ptainlors (white or offwhite), roofing

materials such as slate, and metal surfaces be painted a dark bronze Aotamd this same

time> GKS NBO2YYSYRIFIGAZ2Y 41 a YIRS (G2 LI AYyG &€
g K A firStliegears that followedthe College purchased and demolished older frame

buildingsand constructed new brick Gmial Revival style buildingas well they purchased

older brick buildings and rehabilitated their facades in the Colonial RevivalNguebuildings

were construted with this same aesthetic. The result of these design guidelines can be seen in

the College Square District todag.brief study of historic maps is included belowfdon a
visualunderstandngofi KS RA &G NAKA OG QA RSOSt 2 ifadhgrdetailio KA & 3 NI
Section 8 of this nomination.

5 Robert Piper Boycduilding a College: An Architectural History of Berea Colegyea: Berea College
Printing Services, 28), 15.

"Boyce, 21.

8bid., 24.

9 Ibid.
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Figurel0. 1895 Plat Map of Berea, showing the Main Street District. Note that there are no
buildings in Area 1 and 2, where the College Square District was later gedeld
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Figurell. The 1907 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map for Berea shows significant growth since the
plat map, just twelve years before. The only two buildings that remain standing from this period
are MABS (FS 4) and MA8 (F) 1!

UL yo2NY al Ll /2YLIFyes a. SNBFX YSyiddzOileszé obSg | 2N

online March 2020 at:
https://exploreuk.uky.edu/catalog/?g=Berea%2C+Kentucky&f%5Bformat%5D%5B%5D=maps
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Figurel2. 1912 Sanborn Map, showing the College Square area. Note that Boone Taver (MAB

12) is pictured below left at the corner of Prospect and Main Streets. The three brick buildings

to the north of the tavernwere smd dzY SR Ay G(KS 1 GS modunad SELI ya
dining spaces?

20 yo2NY al Ll /2YLIFyez a.SNBFX YSyiddzOileszé obSg , 2N
online March 2020 at:
https://exploreuk.uky.edu/catalog/?g=Berea%2C+Kentucky&f%5Bformat%5D%5B%5D=maps
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Figurel3. The 1922 Sanborn Map displays still more development on the Square. By thistime,
the College had purchased most of the earlier frame amttoete block buildings and
demolished them to construct brick Colonial Revival style commercials buildings, following
plans laid out by the Olmsted firm and the Berea College Board of Trustees, under President
CNRalGQa f SI RSNHAKA LBooheZavén Gafade builldgsiatighOght abifg 0 K S
Jackson Streef

B yo2NY al Ll /2YLIkyeés a. SNBFIX YSyiGdzOl @& Bctessedh Sg |, 2 N
online March 2020 at:
https://exploreuk.uky.edu/catalog/?g=Berea%2C+Kentucky&f%5Bformat%5D%5B%5D=maps
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Figureld. ¢ KS mMdpHdp {Fyo2NYy al L) akKz2ga (0KS RA&AGNAOGQ
buildings had been demolished by the College with brick Colonial&ewle buildings taking
their place. (See MABL/FS 7 for example). Brick oseory commercial buildings, e.g. MAB
5/FS 10, MAL123/GS 11, and MA124/FS 12, began to populate the west side of Short Street,
at the rear of the Main Street commercialbloek ¢ KS . 22y S ¢ SNy Qa SELI
buildings was accomplished by this time. As well, the Boone Tavern Garage reached its present
footprint, through an addition extending southward to Jackson Sttéet.

WL YOo2NY al L) / 2YLE yes @filSabd Univelsisy yoiKantutkg Map Libmadys pd h
Lexington, Kentucky, 2.
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